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Fall         Luncheon 
RTO/ERO District 13 

Date: Thursday, 

October 27, 2016 

Location: The Waterfront Banquet and Conference Centre  555 
Bay St. N., Hamilton, ON, L8L 1H1  (905) 581-8823 

Time:  11:30 a.m. Social (Cash bar will be available) 

            12:15 p.m. Lunch is served  

Price:  $20.00 per person (includes all taxes and gratuities)  

            (To reduce the price from $30.00, District 13 is 

             subsidizing each ticket.) 

MENU 

Rolls and butter 

California mixed greens 

One Choice of:    1. Chicken Parmigiana  OR 

2. Roasted Atlantic salmon with honey mustard sauce  

(please specify your choice of 1 or 2 on the form enclosed otherwise you 
will be served  Chicken Parmigiana ) 

Maple glazed carrots 

Rosemary roasted potatoes 

 French Crepes with Berries & Whipped Cream 

Tea/Coffee 

Reservations: 

Please complete the application form on page 8 and 
send with your cheque ($20.00 p.p.) payable to: 

RTO/ERO DISTRICT 13,  

82 Charterhouse Cr., Ancaster, ON, L9G 4E5 
 
Please pick up your name tag at the door.   

This is your admission to the dining room. 

Entertainment: Retro Party Groove—See page 2 
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President’s Message 

Autumn is my favourite season of the year.  Fol-
lowing the relaxed informality of sultry summer 
days, autumn, for me, represents a time to take 
stock and itemize our blessings and recount our 

joys.  It is a time to re-establish routines and to set goals.   
Thus I am honoured and thrilled to have this opportunity to 
serve as President of RTO/ERO District 13.  
 
I warmly welcome to the Executive this year Linda Chittick, 
Doreen Horbach and Evelyn Martin.  Welcome also to Leo 
Normandeau, as Second Vice President. I am confident 
that it will be a productive and exciting year as I plan in 
tandem with an exceptionally hard-working Executive.  
 
A special welcome to newly-retired members and mem-
bers new to RTO/ERO Hamilton-Wentworth, Haldimand.  
You have chosen to join the fourth largest District in Ontar-
io with over 3600 members. Please take advantage of op-
portunities to reconnect with former colleagues or connect 
with new ones.  The Executive is dedicated to working tire-
lessly for all its members so join us on a tour, at a work-
shop or an RTO/ERO-sponsored sports event. Don't forget 
the Fall Luncheon on Thursday, October 27th at the Wa-
terfront Centre. We are in the process of launching  a new 
District 13 website that will give you access to information 
that is timely and informative and that allows for on-line 
registration of events.  
 
At the Spring Annual General Meeting and Luncheon, Dis-
trict 13 honoured three individuals  who have provided dis-
tinguished and exemplary service to our members. Con-
gratulations to Leo Normandeau, Rita Mauro and Helen 
Szydlowski. 
 
District 13 also honoured members  who were leaving the 
Executive or a Committee. Thanks are extended to Lesia 
Farrell, Robert Morrow, Rosemary Marcotte and Jim Wil-
son. Lesia served on the Goodwill Committee for five years 
and Robert served on the Executive as Secretary for two 
years.  Rosemary was an Executive member for over ten 
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years and served as Secretary and Publicity Chair.  Jim retired 
from the Executive after 22 years of service - a phenomenal 
number of years during which time, Jim served on numerous 
committees, founded the website and served as President.  
 
Congratulations are extended to Ayanna Boyce, daughter of 
Executive member Graham Boyce. Ayanna is the recipient of a 
$1000.00 RTO/ERO Project Service to Others—Scholarship 
for 2015-2016.  Ayanna earned her Bachelor of Science de-
gree from the University of Waterloo. She received a Master of 
Science Degree in Genetic Counselling from the University of 
British Columbia.  Ayanna is newly employed at the Sansum 
Clinic Cancer Centre as a Genetic Counsellor in Santa Barba-
ra, California. We are proud of your accomplishments, Ayanna, 
and wish you well in your chosen profession. 
 
This Scholarship Program awards 25 scholarships per year to 
worthy recipients. As an RTO/ERO member you may apply for 
a scholarship for a relative who meets the criteria. Applications 
for 2016-2017 will be on-line beginning on November 4

th
, 

2016. For further information go to:  
https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/scholarship-program     
 
Attending RTO/ERO Provincial Fall Senate and representing 
District 13 are Executive Members Mary Tice and Gemma 
Monaco as Senators and Paul Freeman and Leo Normandeau 
as Observers. It is a time of change and innovation at the Pro-
vincial level as we focus on the implementation of a five-year 
Strategic Plan, examine the latest draft of the Code of Con-
duct, continue discussion of a Governance model for non-profit 
organizations and plan activities to celebrate the 50th Anniver-
sary of RTO/ERO in 2018.  It is at this Senate that the Annual 
Budget is presented for approval and officers are elected to 
the Provincial Executive. 

 
District 13 has a strong presence and representation at the 
Provincial level. Thanks go to: Jackie Aird, Audit Committee 
Chair; Joanne Weeks, Chair of the Member Services Commit-
tee;  Lee Hondronicols,  member of the Project Service to Oth-
ers Committee; Helen Szydlowski, member of the 50th Anni-
versary Committee;  Leo Normandeau, Chair of the District  

https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/scholarship-program
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Has Your Mailing Address, Phone Number or 
Email Changed Since You Joined RTO/ERO? 

 

Please notify Dianne Vezeau at: 

1 800 361 9888  Ext. 223.                 

or by email at:  

membership@rto-ero.org  of any changes. 

 

There are still many invalid email addresses listed. 

Please help us by updating your information. 

Foundation Representative Committee.  We are grateful that 
these members are selflessly and generously giving of their time 
and sharing their expertise on behalf of 74,000 RTO/ERO mem-
bers. 
 
Each year District 13 hosts a Retirement Planning Workshop for  
those who may be considering retirement within the next five 
years. There is a flyer in this newsletter that provides details. 
Please make this information available to friends, family and 
others who are currently working in the educational field. The 
workshop offers timely information that will be helpful in plan-
ning for retirement.  
 

I love these words from the song "The River" sung by Garth 
Brooks:  

"So don't you sit upon the shoreline, 

 And say you're satisfied,  

Choose to chance the rapids, 

 And dare to dance that tide."  

I am looking forward to serving as your President and to meet-
ing you at one of our RTO/ERO activities.  Carpe Diem.  

                                             Mary Tice, District 13 President 
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Application for RTO/ERO District 13 Fall Luncheon 
Thursday, October 27, 2016 at 11:30 a.m. 

Make cheque ( $20.00 pp) payable to RTO District 13 and 
mail cheque and application form to: RTO/ERO District 13 

                     82 Charterhouse Cr., Ancaster, ON, L9G 4E5 

Name as it should appear on your name tag:  

Name _________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: _________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________ 
 
Circle one choice: 1. Chicken Parmigiana or 2. Atlantic Salmon 
 
Specify special dietary request:_____________________ 
 
Please check if we have permission to send further District 13 
Information to your email address.  

The Thirteenth World is published 
four times a year by District 13, The 
Retired Teachers of Ontario, for 
members of the District. 
 

Publication times are as follows:      

 1. Autumn 

 2. Winter 

 3. Spring & Tours Edition Series A  

 4. Summer & Tours Edition Series B,  
 
Editorial Committee:      
 Barb Bentham, Jackie Carson,    
Alexandra Gall, 
Lee Hondronicols, Linda Sargeant, 
Helen Szydlowski, Joanne Weeks 

Editor, Design and Layout:                    

Graham Boyce  

campggb@gmail.com 

 

Articles for submission to the newslet-
ter are most welcome. Materials sub-
mitted for inclusion in the newsletter 
must be approved by the editor and 
the editorial committee. 

 

The Committee reserves the right 
to edit material when necessary. 

Deadline for submissions for the next 
newsletter is:  January 9, 2017  

Retired Women Teachers of Ontario, Haldimand 

For RWTO Haldimand Branch News go to: 

www.rwto.org/branches/haldimand.asp 
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                           We invite  

All members 

To our Chit Chat Morning 

October 18th, 2016 

From 10 am to 12 pm 

At the 

Dundas Valley Golf  

and Curling Club 

10 Woodleys Lane,  

Dundas, Ontario L9H 6Y6 

        Guest SPEAKER: Ron Archer 

Keeping active after retirement 
Please come out to enjoy some treats, coffee and to meet fellow 

members, both new and returning.   

 

Register by October 14, 2016 $2.00 at the door please.   

Contact Paul Freeman at pfreeman51@hotmail.com 

mailto:pfreeman51@hotmail.com
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         Political Advocacy Committee (PAC) 
 

Summer passes and one remembers one’s exuberance…….. 

Winter passes and one remembers one’s perseverance…….. 

-Yoko Ono 
 

Our PAC Committee is ready and able to return to advocating 
on challenges faced by seniors. These challenges may include 
the provision and cost of healthcare or affordable housing 
needs. We invite new members to consider joining us in advo-
cacy. 
 

Next Meeting: October 4th, 2016 

Location: Blessed Sacrament Catholic Elementary School 

315 E37th Street, Hamilton, ON L8V 4B5 
 

               Health Services Committee 

Members often incorrectly refer to the Health Insurance Plans 
as the Johnson Insurance Plan.  Although Johnson is paid to 
administer our plan, the plan belongs to RTO/ERO.  It is the 
Members’ Plan. 

RTO/ERO appoints a Health Services and Insurance Commit-
tee (HSIC) which oversees the operation, administration, inter-
pretation and application of the RTO/ERO Health Plan on be-
half of RTO/ERO.   This committee appoints insurance carri-
ers, underwriters, administrators, claim payers and consult-
ants.  They review the plan and enhance aspects of the plan 
when required.   The committee is composed of RTO/ERO 
members who volunteer a great deal of time to be trained for 
their roles.  Our own Gordon Near was a member of this com-
mittee.  Clearly, all aspects of our plan are overseen by RTO/
ERO.    The plans are designed with the best interests of RTO/
ERO members in mind and are operated on a non-for-profit  
basis.                                    

                                                      Jackie Aird, Chair 
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   RTO/ERO Golf Tournament Report — June 2016  

 

On June 8th, 2016, thirteen groups (51 golfers) teed off just 
before 8:30 a.m. on a somewhat lousy day for golf.  However, 
that did not dissuade everyone from having a wonderful time, 
both on the Old Knollwood Golf Course and in the clubhouse 
afterward, for a nice meal and lots of golf stories.  It’s a great 
time to catch up on what others are doing and what they may 
plan to be doing.  

Thanks to Steve Tilma and the staff at Knollwood for their help 
and their most generous gift (a round of golf for four including 
a cart) to winner, Al Crawford.  The first two prizes of the day 
went to Joe Maggio and Erv Hildebrandt for having the same 
June birthdate!  Thanks to the RTO/ERO District 13 Executive 
for their donation to purchase prizes. 

Other prizes were as follows: On Hole #2, Gord Richardson 
was closest to the pin, on Hole #14, Cecelia Carter-Smith 
nosed out Joan Millard for the longest drive while Tom Petti-
grew had the longest drive for the men, and Sharron Haines 
and Seiji Hirota were closest to the pin on Hole #15 for the la-
dies and men respectively.  All golfers who were not fortunate 
enough to win one of the prize holes also received a prize in 
the random draw. 

Lowest team scores were, for the Ladies at 2 under par, Diana 
Cuncic, Anne Wolfe, Gianna Marasco and Sandy St. Michael: 
for the Men at 5 under, Tom Pettigrew, Bob Ross, Dave 
Green and Joe Maggio and for the mixed group at 7 under, 
Joan Millard, Wilf Reed, Seiji Hirota and Erv Hildebrandt. 

All in all, it was a fun day.  In addition, the golfers’ generosity 
was displayed through their combined donations to the MS 
Society on Hole #17. 

Hope everyone enjoyed the Fall Tournament  recently com-
pleted on September 14

th
! 

                                              Neil Panabaker, Organizer 
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                   GOODWILL COMMITTEE 
 

Many  thanks go to the Goodwill Representatives in all the 17 
areas of District 13.  They are in touch with the members over 
80 at various times throughout the year, i.e. Christmas and 
birthdays. We know their acts of kindness are appreciated by 
the seniors. 

All RTO/ERO members should make an effort to be sure that 
our fellow retired teachers are not feeling isolated. 

From time to time there are changes in the Goodwill Repre-
sentatives’ lifestyles and they find they are no longer able to 
faithfully serve the RTO/ERO seniors. This is the position the 
committee is in now.  At the present time we need 5 replace-
ments.   This is when we need new RTO/ERO members to 
step forward and volunteer for the Goodwill Committee.   

Lee Hondronicols, 905-527-0632, or Barb Jarrett, 905-522-

0381, would be very happy to hear from anyone interested in 

the work of the Goodwill Committee.  Contact information for  

individual  Goodwill Committee Members will be included in 

the winter edition.  

                           Lee Hondronicols, Barbara Jarrett, Co-Chairs 

      
       CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
Every five years, the  District Constitution is updated to reflect 
the current Provincial guidelines.  This year, District 13 will be 
undergoing such a review.  The Committee has met on Sep-
tember 1st  and September 8

th
 and is in the process of ana-

lyzing every sentence and scrutinizing every word.  Our next 
meeting is scheduled on October 5

th
. Upon completion of the 

review, the document will be shared with the Executive.  The 
final copy will then be sent to the RTO/ERO Provincial Office 
for review. 
 
Many thanks go to the members of the Committee: Mary Tice, 
Paul Freeman, Leo Normandeau, Joanne Weeks, Helen Szy-
dlowski and Doug French . 
                                                Gemma Monaco, Chair 
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Wednesday November 16, 2016 

Dundas Valley Golf and Curling Club 

             MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
The District 13 Ad Hoc Marketing Committee is a new com-
mittee created to attract potential members and encourage 
current members to participate in events. We have invited 
Ron Archer, to share ideas about keeping active in retire-
ment.   Please see the details in the Toonie Tuesday post-
er.   Come out to meet other members.  Bring a friend who 
may have been  working in the education field  but may not 
have joined the RTO/ERO.   
 
Come out to socialize and share your ideas.   This is also 
an opportunity to learn about this committee’s work . 
                                   
                                         Paul Freeman,  Ad Hoc Chair 

 

 

 

There will be 2 games, one eight-end and one six-end. 

At least one curler on the team must be a member of RTO/
ERO.  Applications will be accepted from rinks or individu-
als. Lunch is included in the fee. 

Refreshments will be available at 9:00 a.m. and curling 
starts at 9:30 a.m. 

Application deadline is Wednesday, October 31, 2016. 

The curling fee is $140.00 per rink or $35.00 per individual 
and should accompany the application form and waiver 
form found on pages 23-24. 

Note that the waiver form included in this publication should 
accompany the application. Where this is inconvenient, the 
skip will have it completed at the curling rink before the 
team goes on the ice. 

                Contact : Ken Drake, Organizer,  905 389 6207 

Tandia  &  RTO/ERO  

  District 13 Mixed Curling  

Bonspiel 
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                        Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 12 Wed. Retirement Planning Workshop Commttee 10:00  *BSS* 
 
Oct. 13 Thurs.  ‘Chorus Line’, Stratford Tour 
 
Oct. 18 Tues. Toonie Chit Chat Day– 10:00  
                       Dundas Valley Golf and Curling Club 
 
Oct. 19  Wed. Goodwill Committee Meeting   10:00  BSS 
 

Oct. 26  Wed. Java Time  10:00  Tim Hortons, Limeridge Mall  

 

Oct. 27  Thurs. Health Seminar for RTO Plan Members  9:30 

                         Waterfront Centre 

 

Oct. 27 Thurs. RTO/ERO Fall Luncheon, 11:30   Waterfront Centre    

 

Nov. 3 Thurs. Tours Committee Meeting, 11:00 

                       Rose Garden Restaurant 

 

Nov. 11 Fri.  Remembrance Day Services  11:00 

                    *Attendance by RTO members is encouraged   

 

Nov.14 Mon. Executive Committee Meeting 9:30  BSS 

 

Nov. 16 Wed.  Curling Bonspiel  9.00 Dundas Valley Golf/Curling Club 

                 

Nov.19  Sat.  Retirement Planning Workshop 1:00-4:30 

                      Winterberry Heights Church 

 

Nov.  21 Mon. Marketing Committee Meeting  10:00   BSS                    

 

Nov. 30 Wed. Java Time 10:00   Tim Hortons, Limeridge Mall 

 

Dec.  6 Tues. PAC Committee Meeting    10:00   BSS              

 

Dec. 12 Mon. Marketing Committee Meeting 10:00  BSS 

                    * Blessed Sacrament School*—*BSS* 
             Blessed Sacrament Catholic Elementary School 
                  315 E37th Street, Hamilton, ON L8V 4B5 



                  RTO District 13 Contacts 

 

Past President: Gemma Monaco 905 648 6979 

President:  Mary Tice 905 928 2794 

1st Vice President: Paul Freeman  905 389 8386 

2nd Vice President: Leo Normandeau 905 689 9198  

Secretary: Gordon Near  905 385 6656 

Treasurer: Doug French    905 389 4313 

Archives: Nancy Chiarot   905 389 2076 

Citizenship Celebration: Pat Zettel                 905 389 6209 

                                          Danielle Chouinard  905 635 9051 

Communications: Graham Boyce    905 528 1204 

Constitution/Nominating: Gemma Monaco 905 648 6979 

District Meetings/Social: Liviana Sluga   

                                          Doreen Horbach 905 520 5000 

Goodwill:  Barbara Jarrett       905 522 0381 

                   Lee Hondronicols  905 527 0632 

Health Services/Insurance:  Jackie Aird  905 643 2521 

Membership/Recruitment: Joanne Weeks    905 692 5754 

                                             Gemma Monaco  905 648 6979 

Pensions & Retirement Concerns: Helen Downey 905 318 6711 

                                                Robert D’Alessandro  905 664 1965 

Political Advocacy:  Dave Curto      905 648 7153 

                                   Paul Freeman  905 389 8386 

Project Service to Others: Tom Pettigrew  905 774 4503 

Publicity: Helen Szydlowski 905 627 8679 

Recreation/Workshops: Open 

Retirement  Planning Workshop: Mary Tice 905 928 2794 

Tours: Joanne Weeks       905 692 5754 

            Lee Hondronicols   905 527 0632 

Website: Robert D’Alessandro       905 664 1965                                             
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 DELTA GRADS - IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

With the closing of Delta Secondary School in June 2018, op-
portunities to visit “the school we love so well” are becoming 
very limited. 
 

On May 26, 1967, a time capsule cylinder was lowered into 
the ground in the northeast corner of the front lawn with the 
promise that it will be raised for all to see again in fifty years. 
Next year the time capsule will be raised after the fifty year 
commitment is fulfilled. Although the actual date for the rais-
ing of the capsule has not yet been confirmed at this point, it 
is our hope that it would occur fifty years to the day on Friday 
May 26, 2017. 

We would like to see as many of the graduates from the class 
of 1967 as possible attend the event when it does happen 
next year. If you know of anyone that was there when the cer-
emony took place and they are not members of the alumni 
association, please let them know about it. They can get in 
touch with us by using the contact information in this newslet-
ter. 

 

Please use the following information below to contact us. We 
will try to answer your request as soon as we can.  

 

Delta Alumni Association 

1284 Main Street East  

Hamilton, Ontario 

L8K 1B2  

905-549-3031  

 

Email: info@mydeltaalumni.com  

Website: www.mydeltaalumni.com  

Attention: Membership (Please leave a message for the alumni.) 

16 
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mailto:info@mydeltaalumni.com
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How to read food date  

labels and packaging 

Date labelling on pre-packaged foods 

Information about dates on pre-
packaged food is a valuable source of 
information. Here are some terms you 
should be familiar with: 

Durable life - This indicates the antici-
pated amount of time an unopened food 
product will keep its freshness, taste, nutritional value and 
other qualities when stored under appropriate conditions. A 
"best before" date tells you when the "durable life" period 
ends. 

Best before date - The "best before" date does not guar-
antee product safety, but it does give you information about 
the freshness and potential shelf-life of the unopened food 
you are buying. This must appear on pre-packaged foods 
that will keep fresh for 90 days or less. Retail-packaged 
foods may be labelled with either a "best before" date and 
storage instructions, or the date packaged, along with a 
"best before" date and storage instructions. 

Fast facts 

Food with an anticipated shelf life greater than 90 days are 
not required to be labelled with a "best before" date or stor-
age information. 

Use by date - This may appear instead of "best before" on 
pre-packaged fresh yeast only. 

Expiration date - . After the expiration date, the food may 
not have the same nutrient content declared on the label. If 
the expiration date has passed, throw away the food. 

Passed the "best before" date? 

Remember, "best before" dates are not indicators of food 
safety. Never use your nose, eyes or taste buds to judge 
the safety of food. If in doubt, throw it out . 
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How it's presented 

The "best before" date must be identified  by using the words 
"best before" and "meilleure avant" (best before) together 
with the date which can appear anywhere on a package, in 
both official languages or  by using specified bilingual sym-
bols. The year is optional, but if included, the year must ap-
pear first, followed by the month, and then the day. 

Fresh food and produce 

Foods that are likely to spoil should be properly stored, and 
they should be eaten as quickly as possible. Harmful micro-
organisms that lead to foodborne illness can grow in foods, 
even if they do not appear to be spoiled. 

Source: Government of Canada 

                                        Jackie Aird, Health Rep. 

I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. 

Not screaming and yelling like the passengers in his car.  

                                                  From the Internet 
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LEO NORMANDEAU   

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

Leo Normandeau has served District 13 in a variety of capaci-
ties including being the District Political Advocacy Chair of a 
very strong, vibrant PAC Committee for a number of years.   
PAC has always been Leo’s forte.  What wonderful, produc-
tive meetings we had with the MPPs when discussing RTO/
ERO issues, especially the year when the HST came into ef-
fect.  Leo continues to be a strong supporter of our District 
PAC Committee.   

Leo was our District President in 2006-2007 after being 2
nd

 
Vice President and 1

st
  Vice President in the preceding years.  

Right now, as well as being on the District 13 PAC Commit-
tee, Leo is  serving on our new Ad Hoc Marketing Committee 
and has been a District Representative. 

For 2016-2017, Leo has agreed to become our  2
nd

 Vice Pres-
ident for District 13.   

Leo took on an amazing leadership role with the Provincial 

organization.   He served as an Executive Member, 2
nd

 Vice 

President, 1
st
 Vice President and in 2012-2013  was our Pro-

vincial RTO/ERO President  leading, at that time, over 70000 

members.   Leo brought his own influential, capable and dis-

tinguished touch to the Presidency.  

As a Provincial Past President, Leo also was asked not only 
to serve in that role, but also to become the Chair of the newly
-formed RTO/ERO Foundation Representatives group.   
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This is a role that is most apt since, when he was Provincial 
President, Leo was the greatest advocate and cheerleader for 
the RTO/ERO Foundation as he travelled across the province 
and to British Columbia on his Presidential visits to Districts. 

Leo is a most-deserving Distinguished Service Award recipient 

                                                                                                    
We appreciate and honour his contributions to District 13.                                                                                         

 

 

HELEN SZYDLOWSKI   

 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

 Helen Szydlowski.has made and contin-
ues to make a very significant contribution 
to  District 13 and has had a profound ef-
fect on all our members. 

Helen has served District 13 on many, 
many committees over her time on the 
Executive.  She has been and is currently 
on the Tours Committee and on the Politi-
cal Advocacy Committee.  She served on 

our first Wellness Workshops Committee for two years and 
helped with our first Wellness Day.  Helen has assisted on the 
Retirement Reception Committee and for one year she Co-
Chaired the District Meetings/Social Committee. 

Helen also served as 2
nd

 Vice, 1
st
 Vice and then as District 13 

President in 2007-2008.  She designed the invitations to lunch-
eons for distinguished guests and the Retirement Reception 
invitations as well as our District Retirement Planning Work-
shop flyer before the Provincial office took over that task.  Hel-
en prepared the luncheon programs and compiled the Annual 
General Meeting Reports. 

Helen wrote our History of District 13, searching through our 
file cabinets at Blessed Sacrament School and our archived 
material at Vincent Massey School.    A truly wonderful refer-
ence guide was produced. 
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The Thirteenth World, though, was her shining accomplish-
ment.   

Helen served as newsletter Editor and, as such compiled, ed-
ited and oversaw the production and mailing of our District 13 
newsletter for many years.  Even though she is not fulfilling 
that role this year she continues to serve on the Editorial 
Committee.    

Provincially, Helen has been working on the History of Provin-
cial RTO/ERO for the past four years in anticipation of the up-
coming celebration of our 50

th
 Anniversary.    

She is searching through boxes and boxes of material at the 
Provincial office.    In addition to that, Helen has also volun-
teered to serve on the Provincial 50

th
 Anniversary Committee. 

Hamilton-Wentworth, Haldimand  honours Helen Szydlowski 

for her Distinguished Service to District 13. 

 

Distinguished Member Award  

Rita Mauro 

Rita has served District 13 for over 25 
years, giving generously of her time, tal-
ents and leadership. She has been District 
Treasurer, 2nd and 1st Vice-President, 
then President and District Representa-
tive. We haven't let her go yet -  she con-
tinues to serve on the Tours Committee 

and the Project-Service to Others Committee.  

Rita was a great mentor in her career and in retirement. She 
was a very strong advocate for RTO/ERO and attracted many 
new members to District 13.  

She is a great example of passion, leadership and service to 
others. Thank you, Rita, for the outstanding contributions you 
have made and continue to make to our organization. We will 
really miss your experience, expertise and enthusiasm.  
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Application for District 13 Retired Teachers'  

Mixed Bonspiel 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Make cheque payable to Ken Drake and send to: 

Ken Drake, 41 Geneva Dr., Hamilton Ont. L9C 3Z4.  

 

Sender's 
Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________ 

 

Phone___________________ Postal Code ______________   

                        

Email ____________________________________________ 

 

Cost: $140.00 per rink, $35.00 per individual.    

 

Amount enclosed $__________________ 

 

Names of Team Members: 

 

Skip__________________ Vice________________________ 

 

Second________________ Lead_______________________ 

 

Participants are advised to consult with your doctor before participating, es-
pecially if you have a pre-existing condition, as this event may require more 
physical activity/effort beyond what you may ordinarily exert. 

The waiver on the back of this form must be signed for you to partici-
pate in this event. 
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Acknowledgement, Waiver & Release 
   

    The participant in the Curling Bonspiel (the “Event”)  acknowledges and 
agrees that RTO/ERO, including District 13  will not be responsible for any 
loss, injury or damage of any nature, including death, howsoever arising in 
connection with this excursion.  Participants in the Event are therefore 
hereby advised to carry their own insurance in connection therewith. 

   By signing below and in consideration of the participant’s attendance at 
the Event, the participant hereby releases and forever discharges 
RTO/ERO, District 13, and their respective directors, officers, members, 
agents, employees and volunteers (collectively, the “Releases”) from any 
and all actions, causes of action, claims, and demands (collectively, the 
“Claims”) from any loss, injury or damage of any nature, including death 
which has arisen or may arise from the participant’s attendance at the 
Event, unless such loss, injury or damage has arisen as a result of the sole 
negligence of one or more of the Releases. 

   Any Claims arising out of the participant’s attendance at the Event will be 
governed by the laws of Ontario, Canada, and the participant consents to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts in Ontario, Canada in any such ac-
tion. 

 

__________________________________  X ______________________________________                                                                   

Printed Name of Participant                                   Signature 

 

 

_________________________________   X  ______________________________________                                     

Printed Name of Participant                                   Signature 

 

 

_________________________________  X  _____________________________________ 

Printed Name of Participant                                   Signature  

 

 

________________________________    X   _____________________________________          

  Printed Name of Participant                                  Signature 

 

 

November 16, 2016 
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                                RTO/ERO VETERANS 

 We live in a great country with democracy at its root.  We 
must not forget to thank those young men and women who 
volunteered to serve when the need was great to keep our 
land free. Many of the veterans who were members of Dis-
trict 13 have died.  Two of our surviving veterans, featured 
here, had quite different experiences. 

 

 John (Jack) Guenther, 93, grew up in Hamilton, attending 
Westdale. During his grades twelve and thirteen years he 
served in the Army Reserve, and joined up for active duty 
when he finished high school.  He wanted to join the Ar-
moured Division, so he volunteered in Simcoe for his basic 
training. For a time, he taught marksmanship to the new re-
cruits.  He was chosen to attend the Canadian Army Uni-
versity Course for officers at the University of Toronto.  
Then he was sent to Camp Borden (basic training again) 
and then clerk training in Kingston.  The group took a troop 
train to Halifax right onto the dock and they were loaded on-
to a ship which sailed that evening! 

 

 Arriving safely in Glasgow, they were loaded into trains for 
Brampton for more basic training!  Because the war was 
winding down, he was kept in England organizing ration 
books and pay slips.  After he was sent to another camp, 
his previous commanding officer requested he be returned 
because he had done such a good job. During this period 
he met several local families who invited the Canadian sol-
diers to join in their activities and visit in their homes.  He 
made several life-long friends and developed a real admira-
tion and liking for the British people and for the countryside.  
Those soldiers who served the longest were the first to go 
home and his post became a rehabilitation centre and 
Jack’s job was to sort out the paperwork for the returning 
troops.  He was also able to attend “Khaki College” to 
achieve some additional academic credits.  After the Ger-
mans surrendered, he offered to go to the Orient to fight the 
Japanese, but they surrendered before he could be sent to 
the East. 
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When he returned to Canada, he attended McMaster for his 
Bachelor’s degree in business and Western for his Master’s 
degree.  It was at McMaster, that he met his wife June and 
they were married in 1952.  They recently celebrated their 64

th
 

anniversary!  After university, he worked for a few years for an 
insurance company but in the mid-fifties he decided he would 
like to teach.  (June was already teaching.)  After attending the 
College of Education in Toronto, he began his teaching career 
in Business at Westdale.  Over the next years, he taught at Hill 
Park, became assistant head of the department at Westmount, 
and head at Westdale.  His last posting was as department 
head at Sherwood, from which he retired in 1984.  Just prior to 
retirement he set up a printing business, and enjoyed that 
challenge for a number of years. 

 

 He and June have enjoyed skiing in the winters (he skied until 
he was 86 and she 83) and travelling.  Many of their trips were 
to Britain where they undertook long walks including the Coast 
to Coast Walk (192 miles in 15 days)  the Pilgrims’ Walk and 
the Cleveland Way.  These walks were in different areas on 
different terrain meeting different types of people on the walks 
and in the Bed and Breakfasts.  Here in Canada they have 
completed three-quarters of the Bruce Trail, from Queenston 
to Wiarton. 

 

Both Jack and June have been active in RTO/ERO District 13. 
Jack was the treasurer for several years, and for ten years he 
was the publisher of “The Thirteenth World” for which June 
served as editor.  He became Vice-President of RTO/ERO in 
the early 1990’s, President for two years and then Past Presi-
dent. 

 

 

Gordon McLennan who is almost 93 grew up in Port Arthur,  
which is now called Thunder Bay.  After completing high 
school, he attended North Bay Teachers’ College and taught 
for a year in Geralton for the magnificent salary of one thou-
sand dollars!   



He turned nineteen during his teaching year so when he re-
turned home that summer, he joined the Air Force.  (One had to 
be 19 to apply to air crew.)  He was sent to Manning Depot in 
Manitoba to learn the basics of military life and to be assessed 
for the type of job to suit him.  After four weeks they were sent 
to the Initial Training School in Regina where they were taught 
all the subjects deemed important for the air force.  Gordon re-
ally enjoyed the challenge of navigation and he was very happy 
when he was sent to Air Observer’s School in Winnipeg to be 
trained as a navigator. As well as the sextant and others ma-
chines, they had to learn how to plot their position from the sun 
and stars!  By March 1944, as he had enough hours of both 
daylight and night flying, he was sent to Patricia Bay, BC where 
he met his crew.  Here they flew over the ocean and were as-
signed different types of aircraft, accumulating more hours. 

 

 After sailing in a troopship for England, his crew was told they 
had to have inoculations for several tropical diseases as they 
were being sent to India.  In India, they had further training for 
supply dropping and dummy runs in the mountains of the Hima-
layas. 

 

Their base camp was to be forty miles from the border of Bur-
ma.  Their job was to drop supplies by parachute for the 14

th
 

Army who were pushing back the Japanese. Flying through 
mountains over jungles in unpredictable weather,  Gordon’s job 
as navigator was to get the plane  to exactly the right spot and 
then safely back to camp.  Sometimes they landed to pick up 
injured soldiers in small airfields surrounded by jungle.  In Janu-
ary the Japanese Air Force shot down some of the planes in 
their squadron.  They did two or three and even four supply 
drops every day and sometimes at night, flying for eight or nine 
hours.  In low level drops, there was the danger of small arms 
fire, and they got back to base camp sometimes with bullet 
holes in their plane. Monsoon season with the heavy down-
pours made Gord’s job very difficult. 

 

 Their living quarters were very primitive, and they had to con-
tend with poisonous snakes, rats, poor food and the possibility 
of malaria. 
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On May 8
th
 1945 the day the Germans surrendered, they flew 

for 11 hours and 10 minutes and then had a big celebration.  

 

By August 1945, they had made 204 operational sorties and 
completed the tour requirement of 700 hours.  On August 15

th
, 

Japan surrendered.  On August 30
th
, they set off for England 

with a load of ground crew and personal belongings.  This re-
turn trip took 51 hours and 20 minutes and…… six days!  Even 
then, Gordon was still not able to go back to Canada, because 
navigators were needed to fly personnel and supplies into Eu-
rope. Finally in March 1946, he was discharged from the 
RCAF. 

 

 When he returned to Canada, he earned a B.A. and a M.A. in 
Romance Languages at the University of Toronto, and met 
and married his wife Maude. On his graduation in 1951, they 
returned to Port Arthur where he taught in his old high school 
for ten years.  A friend from Southern Ontario recommended 
Ancaster High School (only opened for one year) to him, so he 
applied and was accepted. So he and Maude came to Ancas-
ter where they raised their five boys.  He taught Latin and 
French (and one year of Russian) at the school for the next 23 
years, retiring in 1984. 

 

 Over the years he has enjoyed several hobbies, including golf, 
painting, wood-carving and carpentry.  He has devoted many 
hours to RTO/ERO, serving as a councillor, Vice-President, 
and President, and for more than twenty years on the Golf, 
Travel/Tours and Newsletter Committees.   

      

Both of these remarkable men, Jack and Gordon, volunteered 
as soon as they could to join the Armed Services.   Their mili-
tary lives were quite different, but they both faced danger and 
came back safely.  RTO/ERO District 13 thanks them for their 
service to the country, to the teaching profession, and to the 
many hours they have dedicated to RTO/ERO. 

                                                        Jackie Carson 
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Hamilton-Wentworth Haldimand  

Remembrance Day Services 

On November 11
th 

members of District 13 Hamil-
ton-Wentworth, Haldimand participate in Remem-

brance Day services across the community.   Special District 13 
wreaths will be laid at cenotaphs in Stoney Creek, Waterdown, 
Caledonia, Dunnville and Glanbrook as well as inside the Hamil-
ton Mountain Legion Branch 163.   Thank you to those members 
who plan to join the services to honour our veterans as well as 
our current members of the Canadian armed forces. 

Please join us at the Remembrance Day service of your choice 
on November 11, 2016. 
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                              John (Jack) Guenther, 93  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                               Gordon McLennan, 92 

  Celebrating our RTO/ERO veterans 
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