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Project Service to Others Grants 
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 Limeridge Mall Food Court 

  10:00   -  Noon (in the pit) 

     The Last Wednesday 

          Of Each Month 

Feb. 28th 

M
a
r. 28th

 

Apr. 
25th

 

May 30th 

District 13 Newsletter Mailing 

Provincial Office is now sending out our email versions of the 

newsletters and bulletins. If Provincial Office has your current 

email address you will automatically be receiving RTO/ERO 

information by email. Many of you are still receiving both a 

printed copy and an email copy of our District 13 newsletters. 

Help us cut down on duplication and costs by letting us know 

that you do not wish to receive the printed copy of the       

newsletters. 

Contact: Linda Sargeant 905 585 3831 

rto.district13newsletters@gmail.com 

Jan 31st 
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President’s Message  

The District 13 Executive and I hope that 

you and your family enjoyed a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Happy 50th Anniversary to The Retired 

Teachers of Ontario! We in District 13 will 

be celebrating together on June 14th at a 

very special 50th Anniversary Luncheon at The Waterfront 

Centre. Please join us. See information within the newsletter. 

Over the last few months we have been busy with various  

District events: a Health workshop, our Fall luncheon, a  

Retirement Planning Workshop as well as various committee 

meetings. Thank you to Committee Chairs and committees for 

providing these events for our District 13 members. 
 

At the Fall Luncheon we passed our updated District  

Constitution. Thank you to the District Constitution Committee 

for their work on the revisions. 
 

At our recent Fall Senate, three motions were passed in   

regard to RTO/ERO Governance. The first motion allowed the  

newly-elected Provincial Executive to serve as the Interim 

Board of Directors of the new corporation. They will begin  

moving from functioning under the Provincial-Not-for-Profit Act 

to the Federal-Not-for-Profit Act. The second motion allowed 

the Interim Board of Directors to forward all needed documen-

tation for that transfer expected to be completed by March 

2018.  
 

Another motion was to approve the amended Constitution, By 

Laws and Policies to bring our new Provincial Constitution in 

line with the Federal-Not-for-Profit Act. In the future, in The 

Retired Teachers of Ontario  -  a member is a member. This 

means that an Associate member who meets the criteria set 

out in the new Provincial Constitution may now be on  

Provincial Committees and may run for a position on the 

RTO/ERO Provincial Board of Directors. 
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We are also pleased that Helen Szydlowski received her  

Provincial Distinguished Service Award at the Fall Senate.  

It was a lovely evening for a very worthy recipient. 
 

We need to be aware of Bill C27 that could impact our defined 

pension plan negatively. Keep an eye out for further  

information within this newsletter from the Political Advocacy 

Committee. 

 

                                                         Paul Freeman, President 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF ANUUAL GENERAL MEETING FOR ALL  

DISTRICT 13 MEMBERS 

 

DATE: MAY 31st, 2018 

 

LOCATION: Blessed Sacrament School (In the Library) 

                     375 East 37th Street, Hamilton ON 

 

TIME: 10:00 am to 12:00pm 

 

Registration & Social Time 10:00am 

Meeting from 10:30am to 12:00pm 

 

Please Contact Paul Freeman  

at 905 389 8386  or  pfreeman51@hotmail.com  

if planning to attend. 

mailto:pfreeman51@hotmail.com
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RTO/ERO OPEN WINDOW  

ENROLMENT OPPORTUNITY 

 
 

RTO/ERO is holding an open enrolment period for its  
insurance plans for retirees in the broader education  
community from December 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018. 
  
A website landing page has been created that provides key 
messages about the open enrolment campaign: 
  
English:  
https://www.rto-ero.org/open-enrolment/ 
 

French:  
https://www.rto-ero.org/fr/souscription-garantie/ 
 

  

For RTO/ERO members who have purchased an individual 
insurance plan following their retirement, switching from your 
plan to the RTO/ERO group plans normally requires medical 
documentation. During the open enrolment period, acceptance 
is guaranteed – no medical required. You’re automatically 
guaranteed acceptance into any of our plans if you have the 
same existing coverage. 
  
RTO/ERO members who already belong to our insurance 
plans can use the landing page to share information about the 
campaign by clicking on the Refer a friend tab. 
  

Still have questions? 
  
Contact our insurance team: 

      1-877-406-9007 or insurance@rto-ero.org 

https://www.rto-ero.org/open-enrolment/
https://www.rto-ero.org/fr/souscription-garantie/
http://link.rto-ero.org/c/4/?T=ODA3NDEwNzQ%3AMDItYjE3MzQyLTQ5ZDdkNmYzOWYwODQyYzU5MWI3YzE0NDZlZjZmYTA0%3AcnRvZ2dib3ljZUBnbWFpbC5jb20%3AY29udGFjdC0yOGIzODNlOTAyODJlNjExODBkOTAwNTA1NjgxMjMxYi1jMGRlOGRkYzgxNGM0MzVmYTUwNTk1N2QzOWU3ZDE5OQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMw%3A%3AaHR0cD
tel:1-877-406-9007
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Report of the Political Advocacy Committee (PAC)  

    Is Our Teachers’ Pension Plan at Risk? 

Bill C-27, under consideration by the Federal Government, 

could potentially lower benefits for CURRENT and future 

teacher RETIREES. 
 

The District 13 Political Advocacy Committee (PAC) is         

focussing its attention on addressing the implications of this 

proposed Bill and developing a local action plan to address it. 

Bill C–27 establishes a framework for establishing, administer-

ing and supervising Target Benefit pension plans. Target 

Benefit pension plans offer a target amount as opposed to the 

specific amount in Defined Benefit plans. With Target Benefit 

pension plans, benefits can be reduced if funding deficits     

develop. 

Teachers in Ontario have a Defined Benefit plan, administered 

by the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan and jointly sponsored 

by the Government of Ontario and the Ontario Teachers’  

Federation. 
 

Defined Benefit plans offer pre-funded, low-cost and shared-

risk pensions. This allows members to budget their daily lives 

in retirement. Defined Pension plans operate under a legal 

covenant obliging employers to fund their employees’ earned 

benefits, guaranteeing retirement security regardless of market 

volatility.  

 

This proposed Bill would remove that legal protection and    

encourage the proliferation of Target Benefit pension plans. 

This could lower benefits for both current and future retirees. 

Under this proposed Bill employers would be allowed to  

persuade individual active and retired plan members to  

surrender their earned Defined Benefits in exchange for a less 

secure, less stable Target Benefit plan. Bill C - 27 would  

Undermine accrued (already-earned) benefits which are legally 

protected and may not be retroactively reduced. 
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Teachers in Ontario have worked long and hard for the kind of 

protection our Defined Benefit plan provides (one of the best 

in the world). As an organization RTO/ERO will fight to retain 

our plan as currently established. The political and media  

attempts to change Defined Benefit pension plans to Target 

Benefit plans demand our immediate attention. 
 

What can you do? 

Write (or email) your local MP and the Minister of Finance to 

express your concerns. Your local MP should be very          

interested in those concerns because you are a voter in      

his/her riding. (Please check for the name, address, etc. of 

your local MP). 

We must also continue to make our concerns known at the 

federal level. To that end please send your concerns to the 

Minister of Finance. The address is: 

Minister of Finance 

The Honourable William Francis Morneau 

Department of Finance Canada 

90 Elgin St. E. 

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5 

Email address bill.mormeau@canada.ca 

Resources to check for further information: 

openparliament.com 

http://canadianlabour.ca/letter-finance-minister-bill-morneau-re-

bill-c-27 

If you wish to be part of our Committee as we address this issue 

and the issue of Age-Friendly Communities please contact me at:      

289-337- 1184  or  lnormandeau1@cogeco.ca 

                                                       Leo Normandeau (Chair PAC) 

mailto:bill.mormeau@canada.ca
http://canadianlabour.ca/letter-finance-minister-bill-morneau-re-bill-c-27
http://canadianlabour.ca/letter-finance-minister-bill-morneau-re-bill-c-27
mailto:lnormandeau1@cogeco.ca
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Action Plan re: Bill C -27 

 

Letter/Email/Visit - Local MP 

Make your letter a personal one 

 Who you are  

 Where you live in the riding 

 Why you’re contacting him/her 

 Your concern about the passage of Bill C – 27 which represents a danger-

ous and immediate attack on future and current retirees and Defined 

Benefit (DB) plans in the federal private sector and crown corporations. 

 Your concern that if this bill passes it may impact on provincial pension 

plans. 

 

 

Your concerns about Bill C – 27 

 It would allow employers to push employees to surrender their DB plans 

for TB plans. 

 In tough times, target benefits can be reduced either going -forward or 

retroactively, providing less retirement security for Canadians. 

 TB plans take all the risk away from the employer and places it on the 

workers and retirees. 

 With the markets as volatile as they are, TB plans are the beginning of the 

end of retirement security for middle class Canadians.  

 Even if employers offer DB pensioners the offer to remain in their DB plan 

the employers will do all they can to convince other employees to transfer 

over to TB plans. That will jeopardize security for those remaining in DB 

plans. 

 The province of New Brunswick introduced similar legislation as that con-

tained in Bill C-27 in 2012.  It is proving a failure. The result has been 

class action lawsuits, constitutional challenges and plummeting DB plan 

membership, leaving DB pensioners vulnerable. 

 

 

What else Can we do to fight this? 

Visit your local MP / hand out your concerns 

Develop a radio announcement. 

 

 



  Project Service-to-Others 

Families staying at Ronald McDonald House in Hamilton need 
more than a place to lay their heads while supporting their sick 
child at McMaster Children’s Hospital.  The RTO/ERO Project-
Service to Others grant of $4,000 will be used to support ten 
‘Meals That Heal’ Events through the year ahead for 800  
people staying at Ronald McDonald House. Approximately 160 
will be children under the age of 12. 
 

All the meals are prepared and served on site by the resident 

Chef and culinary team and are supported by volunteers,  

several of whom are retired teachers. We are pleased to be 

part of this program and wish everyone involved in this  

process all the best in carrying out the project.  

 

Applications for a 2018 Project-Service to Others grant are 
now available on the RTO/ERO website. 

https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/current-application-

project-feedback-form-and-previously-approved-projects 

Applications must be received before June 20, 2018.  

If you require assistance to complete the application please 

contact: 

           Tom Pettigrew, Chair, Project Service-to-Others  

            905 774 4503  or ripplelake58@hotmail.com 

Anagrams (from the Internet) 

ASTRONOMER: When you rearrange the letters: MOON STARER.   

THE EYES: When you rearrange the letters: THEY SEE. 

THE MORSE CODE: When you rearrange the letters:  

HERE COME DOTS.   

SLOT MACHINES: When you rearrange the letters: CASH LOST IN ME. 

ANIMOSITY: When you rearrange the letters: IS NO AMITY. 

ELECTION RESULTS: When you rearrange the letters:  

LIES - LET'S RECOUNT   
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https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/current-application-project-feedback-form-and-previously-approved-projects
https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/current-application-project-feedback-form-and-previously-approved-projects
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This is Part 2 of an article by submitted by Jeff Davis  to the  Fall 2017 

Thirteenth World edition  

Stepping Back in Time  

Exploring Africa With a Purpose  

Jeff Davis  

In May of 2017, Barbara and I returned to Zambia. We went a 

few days earlier before the rest of the Medical Mission group 

arrived. We wanted to spend a little time exploring the great 

Victoria waterfalls. It’s eternal roar and ever-present mist  

soaring high into the sky, from January to late June, is a site to 

see. The view of the falls is most spectacular from the  

Zimbabwe side. However, Canadians require a visa at a cost 

of 75 US$ for a single entry. I con-

sidered it worth doing one time, 

just to see the different view. The 

best time for picture taking is  

September to October. There is 

less spray and mist. Earlier in the 

year, you will have a wet camera 

and a misty photo. If you want to 

bathe on the edge in “The Devil’s 

Pool”, you have to go in October when much less water is 

flowing. After thousands of years of erosion, many rock pools 

have formed and one of them has formed right on the very 

edge of the sheer drop. This is indeed the ultimate infinity 

pool. That’s if you’re hardy enough and crazy enough to do it! 
  

Finally, it was time to meet the group and load the bags of 

medical supplies we and others had brought for the project. 

From Livingstone, it’s a seven hour bus ride to the Kariba 

Bush Club  where we sleep and eat for two weeks while on the 

project. Once a fishing lodge  situated on Lake Kariba, it has 

since closed its doors to tourists as a result of conditions            

related to the Zambian economy. However, the food is still 

great but we always have to compete with the monkeys that 

like to steal from our fruit bowl! 
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It’s Monday… and it’s time to go to the building site where we 

set-up and work. It is nineteen kilometres from the lodge but, 

it takes one hour over dirt roads to get there. In the spring it is 

lush and green.  The giant, majestic baobab trees seem to be 

the last to produce leaves.  

We drive the nineteen km 

stretch of slippery, muddy road. 

The bus driver, carefully navigat-

ing around pot holes and at the 

same time dodging chickens and 

goats who think they have the 

right to be on the road. Always, 

we have to stop and wait for 

farmer’s cattle to move over to the side of the road so we can 

pass. Moving along, we pass through small villages. The    

children gather on the side of the road waving frantically  and 

chanting as we wave back.  

Arriving at the site, the bus is greeted by many people that 

have been waiting to see us. 

Some walk as much a 70km; 

perhaps hitching a ride if they 

can. Many have camped a few 

days before hoping to be seen 

as soon as possible. All around 

the site, you can see make-shift 

tents, campfires and children 

playing. Many of the elderly are 

carried to the clinic. Every effort is made to look after them 

first, but the Ministers and Elders usually have to negotiate 

with the waiting crowd so they can be seen early in the day or 

as soon as they are brought into the clinic. 

 My job is to register the patients. I have an interpreter that  

obtains the name and address, or village of the patient.  Then 

we ask if it is dental, medical or both. Once it has been 



 recorded on the form, the patient waits to see the nurses who 

takes down the details. Then their blood pressure and  

temperature is taken. From here, they are escorted by helpers 

to the doctor or dentist. 
 

In 2014, my interpreter’s wife was expecting a child later in the 

year. When we were leaving, I gave him my back-pack filled 

with clothes for the child. He said he would call him Jeff, after 

me, if he had a boy. On my return in 

2017, he came to the clinic with the 

three year old boy and introduced 

him to me.  “Meet my son Jeff”, he 

said. This is one more reason to re-

turn to Zambia, to see my  “name 

sake”, this coming April 2018. 

 I work with Medical Ministry International  located in Stoney 

Creek on Barton Street. They have a website for all projects. 

http://www.mmi.org/apply-now  

A project fee is tax deductible. It’s a great way to give some-

thing back. Also, it is a great way to see another part of the 

world.  When one returns home, it becomes very clear that we 

are most fortunate to live in a country with so many benefits 

and access to medical services… Jeff Davis 
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Has Your Email or Other contact  

information Changed Since You Joined 

RTO/ERO? 

Please notify RTO/ERO Provincial  at   1 800 361 9888  Ext. 223.                 

 or by email at:  membership@rto-ero.org.                    

 

 There are still many invalid email addresses listed. 

 Please help us by updating your information. 

http://www.mmi.org/apply-now


14 

RTO/ERO GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Two new projects receive funding to empower  

healthier aging Canadians 

 

In late October, the RTO/ERO Foundation proudly announced  

almost $50,000 in funding for two new aging-related research  

initiatives: 
 

Urinary Incontinence Self-Screening for Healthy Aging is  

      designed to increase awareness and timely treatment of 

urinary incontinence in older adults through a self-

screening process, designed in two versions—one for men 

and one for women. The self-screening project is based out 

of the School of Nursing at the University of British  

      Columbia, RTO/ERO’s first grant in B.C. 

Dancing for Cognition and Exercise (DANCE) is a series of 

12 videos that engage frail older adults in fundamental 

movement that target balance, strength and body coordina-

tion. Led by the GERAS Centre, part of Hamilton Health 

Sciences, the DANCE project is developed through a     

collaboration of a geriatrician, occupational therapist,     

      research student trainees and trained dancers. Once    

complete, the video learning tools will be   

widely accessible including through the McMaster Optimal 

Aging Portal, an RTO/ERO partner. 

 

Pending ethics board approval on these new additions, RTO/
ERO Foundation has now invested in 13 outcomes-based  
research and programs that focus on healthy aging.  
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 Winter 2018 SERIES A 
 

April to June 2018 

Summary 
 

Tour 1 – “Hairspray”   

                April 4, 2018 

             Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge 
 

Tour 2 – “Come From Away”   

                May 26, 2018 

                Royal Alex Theatre Toronto 
 

Tour 3 – Blue Jays vs  Braves  

              June 20, 2018 

               Rogers Centre Toronto 
 

Joanne Weeks,  

Lee Hondronicols, Co-Chairs 

ABOUT EACH TRIP: 

 Call only the contact person indicated for the 

desired trip. 

 Please leave a message with your name, 

phone number, and the number of people 

attending, if the phone is not answered. 

 If you are placed on a waiting list you will be 

contacted by telephone. 

 Complete the form stating any special      

requirements and mail it along with a 

cheque. Please include both dietary and  

accommodation requests. 
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Good news: District 13 Executive will subsidize transportation 

costs for our tours in 2018. This will reduce the bus cost by 

half for each trip and help to offset the escalating ticket prices 

for events. The Tours Committee works diligently to find the 

best value for our RTO-ERO members. 

Instructions: 

 You must order seats for each tour separately as orders may be 

processed by a different committee member for each tour. The 

cost includes GST, HST and all gratuities. Complete the forms 

and send in as soon as the Tour Brochure is received.  

 Enclose the order form for each tour for which you wish to      

participate along with a cheque for that tour and indicate any  

dietary and/or accommodation needs. 

 Cheques for bus transportation, tickets and lunch/dinner are to 

be made payable to “District 13 Tours Committee”. Send your 

cheque and application form to the Tour Committee member four 

to six weeks before the event.  This lead time ensures we have 

enough tickets for everyone who wishes to attend and prevents  

losing deposits or receiving penalties. Applications / cheques 

may no longer be received on the day of the trip. 

When tickets are involved, they will be distributed on the day of the 

trip. 

a) Acceptance of your cheque by the Treasurer is confirmation of 

your reservation. Cheques will be deposited one month in advance 

of the trip. 

b) You will be contacted if your application is on a waiting list. 

c) Record on your calendar the date and times for each tour in which 

you wish to participate.  

For most tours we will continue to use Badder Bus Lines in          

Binbrook.   Pre-boarding at the Binbrook yard may be arranged by 

phoning Badder  Bus at  905 692-4423. Please leave the front seat 

across from the driver for the Tour Organizer. 

If fewer than 45 persons sign up for a tour, the tour may be can-

celled. Exception: Blue Jays game when 40 tickets are ordered.  

All applicants will be contacted by the Tour Organizer. 

We will consider refunds for cancellations on an individual basis. 

Some costs are fixed and cannot be recovered. 
16 



Highlights for Series A  2018 

 

Tour 1 “Hairspray” April 4, 2018 

 Winner of 8 Tony awards - a phenomenon that inspired a       

major motion picture 

 Tracy Turnblad follows her passion for dance and becomes 

an irrepressible teen celebrity 

 Will she keep her “do” together while she vanquishes the 

reigning princess, wins the heart of heartthrob Link Larson 

and becomes a star on the most popular TV dance show? 

 

Tour 2 “Come From Away” May 26, 2018 

 Uplifting story of strangers who united in Gander New-

foundland after planes were grounded in the wake of 9/11 

 A remote town became the epicenter of a remarkable true 

story filled with unusual characters, unexpected               

camaraderie and uncommon generosity 

 Because we come from everywhere, we all come from 

away 

Dinner will be at Brookfield Marche, a marketplace-style       

restaurant featuring 8 unique food stations. Participants will 

pay for their own food and drinks that they choose. 

 

Tour 3 Blue Jays vs Braves 

 Watch your favourite players in action from seats on level 2 

and be ready to catch a fly or foul ball  

 Jays have won the games we attended in 2015 /16/17 – 

bring your enthusiasm to continue the winning streak 

 Don’t forget to get a 50/50 ticket – it’s the best deal in     

Toronto! 

17 
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Tour 1: Wednesday April 4 2018 

“Hairspray”   

Departure Times: 

10:20 a.m.  Andreychuk Arena (25 Hester St – park behind arena 

10:30 a.m.  First Place 

10:40 a.m.  University Plaza (park behind Shoppers Drug Mart) 

Function Times: 

11:30 a.m. Lunch at Cambridge Mill 

2:00 p.m. “Hairspray” – Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge  

                                           (formerly the Dunfield Theatre) 

COST PER PERSON:  $100.00 (includes Bus/Lunch/Tickets) 

Cheques and application to Joanne Weeks, 

    335 Moores Rd   York   ON   N0A 1R0 

     Phone: 289 442-5730   or e-mail: weeksj13rw33@gmail.com 

Reservation Deadline: March 1 2018 

 

Tour 1: Wednesday April 4 2018 “Hairspray” 

NAME: ______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:___________________________________________ 

PHONE: _______________   EMAIL: ______________________ 

DIETARY/ACCOMMODATION: ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

# SEATS @ $100.00 _____ Cheque payable to:                            
District 13 Tours Committee 

Departure Location: 

Badder ______             Andreychuk Arena ______ 

First Place  _______       University Plaza ______ 

Name and phone number of partner: 

______________________________________________________ 



Tour 2: Saturday May 26, 2018 

“Come From Away” 

Dinner:  Brookfield Marche in Toronto (after theatre) 

Departure Times: 

10:40 a.m. Andreychuk Arena (25 Hester St – park behind arena) 

10:50 a.m. First Place 

11:00 a.m. University Plaza (park behind Shoppers Drug Mart) 

Function Times: 

2:00 p.m. “Come From Away”, Royal Alex Theatre Toronto 

                  Lunch on your own before the play 

5:00 p.m. Brookfield Marche 

COST PER PERSON: $140.00 (Bus/Tickets) 

Cheques and application to: Lee Hondronicols, 

   181 Sterling St Hamilton ON  L8S 4J7 

   Phone: 905 527-0632  or  email: 100nickels@gmail.com 

Reservation Deadline: April 10, 2018 

 

Tour 2: Saturday May 26 “Come From  Away” 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Dietary/Accommodation: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

# Seats @ $140: ______   Cheque payable to:                                
District 13 Tours Committee 

Departure Location: 

Badder _____ Andreychuk Arena ____ First Place ____          

University Plaza ____ 

Name and phone number of partner: ______________________ 

______________________________________________________                                                                                                            

19 

mailto:100nickels@gmail.com
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2018 Tours  -  book early 
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Tour 3: Wednesday June 20, 2018 

Toronto Blue Jays vs Atlanta Braves 

Lunch on your own at Rogers Centre 

Dinner at Mandarin after the game 

Departure Times: 

9:30 a.m. Andreychuk Arena (25 Hester – park behind arena) 

9:40 a.m. First Place 

10:00 a.m. University Plaza (park behind Shoppers Drug Mart) 

Function Times: 

1:15 p.m. Blue Jays vs Braves at Rogers Centre 

5:00 p.m. Dinner at Mandarin in Burlington 

COST PER PERSON: $ 115.00 (Bus/Dinner/Blue Jay Tickets) 

Cheques and application to Marvin Sheppherd, 

  14 Braemar Place,  Hamilton ON  L9C 1E1 

  Phone: 905 387-8267  or e -mail: marvin.sheppard@gmail.com 

Reservation Deadline for Tour 3: May 23 

 

Tour 3: Wednesday June 20 – Blue Jays vs Braves   

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ 

PHONE: __________________  EMAIL: _________________________ 

DIETARY/ACCOMMODATION: ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

# SEATS @ $115 _____ Cheque  payable to:                                          

District 13 Tours Committee 

Departure Location: 

Badder ____ Andreychuk Arena _____First Place  ______                    

University Plaza ______ 

Name and phone number of partner: 
____________________________________________________________ 
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Tours Committee: 

Joanne Weeks, Co Chair,   289 442-5730 

Lee Hondronicols, Co Chair,  905 527-0632 

Marvin Sheppard, Treasurer, 905 387-8267 

Helen Szydlowski, Secretary, 905 627-8679 

Nancy Chiarot  905 389-2076 

Ann Gloyn  905 628 1613 

Ted Lowrey 905 383-5237 

Rita Mauro 905 383-6770 

Deb Kerr Pendlebury  905 648 5803 

Linda Sargeant 905 575-3831 

Jim Wilson 905 522-2569 

Website Information 
 

New up-to-date information is now on the website.  

Assess the Calendar and click on the date and information 

about the event will magically pop up. There are lists of up-

coming events and pictures of District 13 members and         

activities on the website. 
 

If interested in volunteer opportunities  -  please open the    
District 13 website. First click on the blue Resources tab, then 
under the Retiree and Senior Resources column left click on 
Volunteer Opportunities. Last click on any of the Volunteer    
opportunities that you may be interested in. 

District 13 executive is in dire need of new volunteers. 
 

Also the newsletters and tours brochures will be posted on the 
District 13 website.  
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April 27, Friday 

Keep this date open as we are planning a fantastic 

Wellness Fair with a variety of activities, displays  and 

lots of food.  
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GOODWILL COMMITTEE 

The Goodwill Committee is thrilled to announce that a new 

Representative has come forward.  She will take over the  

area in central Hamilton from James St. and east.  She is 

Catherine MacIsaac, who lives in that area, and is newly  

retired with admirable computer skills.   
 

We are sure the people in the area formerly served by Marilyn 

Hill will enjoy a connection with Catherine. 
 

At this time of the year the Reps are spreading holiday cheer 

to their members. The south mountain and west mountain 

members were honoured to have Christmas cactus delivered 

to them by their reps and their helper elves. Other areas  

received cards and other remembrances of the holiday  

season. 

     

Of course the Goodwill Committee still needs more  

Representatives to share the lists of some rapidly growing    

areas.  Keeping In Touch is not an onerous job and it brings 

so much pleasure to the senior members and great              

satisfaction to the Rep. 

                           Barb Jarrett and Lee Hondronicols, Co-chairs 

More Anagrams (from the internet) 

 

SNOOZE ALARMS: When you rearrange the letters:  

ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S.   

ELEVEN PLUS TWO: When you rearrange the letters:  

TWELVE PLUS ONE . 

A DECIMAL POINT: When you rearrange the letters: 

I'M A DOT IN PLACE. 

 ANIMOSITY: When you rearrange the letters: 

IS NO AMITY  

   



Golf Report 
 

 Golf dates for 2018: 

Spring tournament: Wednesday, June 13, 2018. 

Fall tournament: Wednesday, September 12, 2018. 

Mark your calendar NOW. 
 

Golf Report on the 2017 Spring Tournament: 

Eleven foursomes teed-off in the annual, RTO District13, 
Spring Golf Tournament played at the Knollwood Old Course 
in Ancaster. 

The weather on the morning of June 14, 2017 was grey and 
overcast and looked like it might rain but by 10:00 a.m. the 
sun was shining bright with a cool breeze that made the day 
perfect for golf. 

The shot-gun start would help get everyone back to the club-
house for lunch and fellowship at about the same time. 

The lunch began with a moment of silence and toast to honour 
the memory of Neil Panabaker, our friend and RTO golf         
organizer, who passed away in January 2017. 

The following golfer won the skill challenges on the course: 
Ladies Longest Drive, Judy Lees; Men’s Longest Drive, Boyd 
Pollock; Men’s and Ladies Closest to the Pin, Dave Green  
and Laima Pecs. 

The winning Mixed Team: Joan Millard, Wilf Reed, Seiji Hirota 
and Erv Hildebrandt  -   score 12 under par. 

The winning Ladies Team: Bev Hamilton, Judy Popov, Judy 
Lees and Diane Flett  -   score even par. 

Two teams tied for second place with a score of 4 under par: 
Don Pente, John Deven, Bob Pratt and Ron Lacroix; the sec-
ond team  -   Tom Pettigrew, Bob Ross, Dave Green and Joe 
Maggio. 

Tom Pettigrew and Ron Lacroix won $25.00 and             
Lynne Smiley won $50.00 in the lucky draw. 
Congratulations to all the winners. 

25 



26 

Golf Report on the 2017 Fall Tournament: 
 

It was a cool morning.  All golf clubs were aboard the carts, 
waiver-forms were signed, fees paid, lunch tickets bought, it 
was now time for a fun day of golf; and they were ready. They 
rode off in their carts, two by two, towards their assigned tee-
boxes, where they began with a shot-gun start. It turned into a 
day of perfect weather. Eleven foursomes teed-off in the  
annual, RTO/ERO District13, Fall Best-Ball Golf Tournament 
September 13, 2017, played at the Knollwood, Old course, in 
Ancaster. 
 

RTO/ERO Golfers are a very loyal bunch.  I thanked them for 
their continued support and encouraged them to tell other  
golfers of the great fun to be had at RTO “Best-Ball”  
tournaments. After golf, we enjoyed the tasty lunch provided 
by Knollwood. 
 

Joan Millard presented the skill prizes and lucky draw prizes. 
The following golfer won the skill challenges on the course: 
Longest Drive, Ladies, Liama Pecs;  Longest Drive Men’s, Bob 
Pratt; Closest to the Pin Men’s and Ladies, Bill Haines and 
Mary Trout. 
The winning Men’s Team: Tom Pettigrew, Dave Green, Bob 
Blake, Brian Thorpe. Score  -   ten under par. 
The winning Ladies Team: Judy Popov, Judy Lees, Jean  
Bennie.  Score  -  one under par. 
Two Mixed or co-ed teams tied with a score of five under par. 
Team A: Joan Millard, Seiji Hirota, Liama Pecs, Wilf Reed.  
Team B: Cecelia Carter-Smith, Sharron Haines, Bill Haines, 
Jim Wilson. 
Kay Scordino and Helen Aitcheson won $25.00 and Pat 
Couchman won $50.00 in the lucky draw. 
Congratulations to all our winners. 
Thank you to the RTO/ERO District 13 Executive for their con-

tinued support of the Annual Golf Tournaments. 

Thank you to Joan Millard for her work in purchasing the  
prizes. 
                                                                    Jim Wilson 



Tandia & District 13     

Curling Bonspiel 
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The 23rd Annual Tandia Financial Services/RTO Bonspiel was 
held on November 15,  2017 at the Dundas Valley Golf and 
Curling Club. The first and second prizes were donated by 
Tandia. The third prize was donated by Peter Smith of ICING. 
RTO District 13 donated 400 dollars for prizes.  
The winning teams were as follow:  

 
 
First: Linda Monteith, Dennis 
Monteith, Lyle Gauley,  
Mike Green 
 
 

Second: Bob Mitchell,  
Rob Ireland, Bob Simpson,  
Sel Bhupsingh  
 
 

 
Third: Dave Simpson,  
 Ed Mallard, Les Jarrett,  
 Bryan Kruger 
 

                                                
 
 
 

I would like to thank the committee members, Jackie Carson, 
Ray Book, Don Brockway, Al Kunc  and Frank Kovacs. Thanks 
also to District 13 for its continued support. 
                                                              Ken Drake, Convenor 
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            REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES 
 

Thank  you to those District 13 members who attended        

Remembrance Day services in our area  -  Dunnville (Tom  

Pettigrew), Caledonia (Karen Walton), Stoney Creek (Robert 

D’Alessandro and Joanne Weeks), the Warplane Heritage  

Museum (Valerie and Ted Lowrey, Jan Lukas and  Doreen 

Shaughnessy) and Hamilton Mountain Legion Branch #163 

(Doug French).  We know that there were many other       

RTO/ERO members at all of these services as well as services 

in Ancaster, Dundas and Waterdown.  Thank you. 

First, we would like to know if you attended a service so that 

next year there could be a group of members at the services.   

We are also looking for members to lay a District 13 wreath in 

Ancaster, Dundas and Waterdown next year.  Please be in 

touch with Joanne Weeks at weeksj13jrw33@gmail.com        

or 289 442 5730.    

The Thirteenth World is   
published three times a year by  
District 13 of the Retired  
Teachers of Ontario for members 
of the District. 
 

Publication times are as fol-
lows: 
Autumn. 
Winter & Tours Edition Series A, 
Summer & Tours Edition Series 
B, 
 

Editorial Committee:              
Barb Bentham, Jackie Carson,  

Alexandra Gall,  

Lee Hondronicols,   

Linda Sargeant, 

Helen Szydlowski,  

Joanne Weeks 

Editor, Design and Layout:   

Graham Boyce   

rtoggboyce@gmail.com               
 

Articles for submission to the  

newsletter are most welcome.  

Materials submitted for inclusion 
in the newsletter must be ap-
proved by the editor and the edi-
torial  

committee. 
 

The Committee reserves the 
right to edit material when  

necessary. 

 

Deadline for submissions for the 
next newsletter is:   

February 15, 2018.                   . 

mailto:weeksj13jrw33@gmail.com
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HAMILTON-WENTWORTH, HALDIMAND DISTRICT 13      

IN MEMORIAM  2017 

District 13 Hamilton-Wentworth, Haldimand wishes to 

honour and celebrate the lives of those whom we lost in 

2017.  Our thoughts and sincere sympathy go out to 

family, friends and colleagues. 

Donna Bailey 

Patricia Basadur 

William Brown 

Thomas Buttle 

Ronald “Ron”      

Chiarot 

Dominic Chuck 

Claire Clement 

Douglas Copeland 

Bill Cowan 

Colin Crozier   

Douglas Denyes 

Sister Louisita 

Dietrich 

Donald Eastman 

Yvonne Elliot 

Phylis Festing 

Hugh Fiddes 

Judy Gallop 

Janet Gifford 

Wendy Grabiec 

Jean Graham 

James  “Jim”      

Hansen 

Robert “Bob”       

Harkness 

Margaret “Della” 

Hear 

William Hendry 

William “Bill” Horvath 

Marion Hossack 

Margaret Huber 

Ljiljana “Lilly”        

Kalinec 

Mitsuko Ito 

Leonard Jarrett 

Lionel Jeffery 

Maureen Kinnaird 

Robert “Bob” 

Leedale 

Raymond “Ray” 

Long 

Mabel Lummack 

James “Jim” Maher 

Paula Martelli 

Hugh McLeod 

Catherine “Cathy” 

Miller 

Ronald Mills 

Robert Montgomery  

David Negus 

Evald Newjahr 

Patrick John Noon 

Robert “Bob”      

Plenderleith 

Edward  “Ted”     

Reynolds 

Robert “Bob” 

Richardson 

Marlene Sindall 

Arthur “Doc” Smith 

Kathleen Stott 

Danilo “Dan”       

Trevisan 

Olga Warren 

Cassandra Whitwell 

Frances Yoshida 

 

Details as of  November 
30th, 2017 



30 

2017-2018 Scholarship Documentation 
 

The 2017-2018 Scholarship Document is now posted on the 
website at:  https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/
scholarship-program 
 

The documentation includes: Background information on the 
program – please note that the deadline date is now the close 
of business on February 20, 2018. 
 
2017-2018 Scholarship Application:  please note that this ap-
plication is accessed and completed by the student using the 
sponsoring member’s membership number.  

Help us Celebrate our 50th ! 

RTO/ERO Provincial is celebrating its 50th Anniversary and 

we are having a party/luncheon on June 14th with lots of food, 

fun, and goodies. 

That’s Thursday, June 14th at 11:30 a.m., keep this date 

open!  It will be held at: 

The Waterfront Banquet and Conference Centre 

555 Bay Street North 

Hamilton, Ontario L8L 1H1 

Constitution Committee 

At our pre-luncheon meeting on November 1st the revised  

District 13 Constitution was presented and accepted by the 

members present. 

To view the Constitution go to our website: 

https://district13.rto-ero.org 

If you wish a printed copy contact Gemma Monaco at  

905 648 6979. 

Gemma Monaco, Committee Chair thanks  everyone involved 

in the Constitution re-construction. 

https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/scholarship-program
https://www.rto-ero.org/programs-services/scholarship-program
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John P. Smith 

presents  

Sanitation For All 
 

 

‘2.6 Billion People Do Not have Access to a Toilet'  

'In today's world, it is easier to get to a cell phone than to a  

toilet.'   
 

We are honoured to be able to reschedule this highly important and  

informative presentation. John P. Smith, a retired Hamilton teacher, 

is a highly motivated speaker who has made it his quest to assist 

rural Kenyan schoolchildren in acquiring clean, private washrooms 

and hand-washing facilities  -  things we take for granted here.  
 

While still in his teaching career, John met a Kenyan runner who 

came to his school. What he learned during their conversations 

changed John's life forever. You will hear how this transpired and 

how committed he continues to be to this vital lifesaving work today.  

 

Without leaving the confines of your chair, you will experience rural  

Kenyan schools through narratives, visuals and hands-on problem-

solving led by John, with such enthusiasm you'll come away a better 

person for having heard him!  

 

Please join us with your $2 donation 

Fortinos -West Hamilton Grocery  Store 

Meeting Room 

1579 Main Street West, Hamilton 

Tuesday May 8th,  2018 

9:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. 

Refreshments Provided  

 

Limited Seating, Register early to avoid disappointment!  

Call Barb Bentham at  289-489-2556 to register.  

tel:(289)%20489-2556
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                   RWTO/OERO Haldimand 

Creative Hands” Friendship Tea 

February 5, 2018  -  2:00 pm. to  4:00 pm.  

301 Broad St E, Dunnville, ON N1A 2X5 

This is an informal event, where members and guests are     

invited to share some of their crafts and hobbies by bringing 

samples. Save up your quarters for a “Quarter Frenzy” as you 

bid on prizes. All proceeds to follow our “Pyjamas Galore”    

donations to the women’s shelter. 

Cost: Members: $5.00  Guests: $6.00 
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RWTO/OERO Haldimand (continued) 

Summer Reading Book Exchange 

Spring Luncheon: May 7, 2018  

27 Orkney St E, Caledonia, ON N3W 1C5 

Social Time: 11:00 – 12:00  Luncheon: 12:00 noon Cost: TBA 

Be sure to bring books that you are willing to share with others 

or donate to charity. Bring a book. Take a book. (Please, no 

textbooks!) 
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 RTO District 13 Contacts 

President:  Paul Freeman 905 389 8386 

Past President/Constitution: Mary Tice  905 928 2794 

1st Vice President: Leo Normandeau 905 337 1184 

2nd Vice President: Joanne Weeks  289 442 5730 

Secretary: Gordon Near  905 385 6656 

Treasurer: Doug French  905 389 4313 
 

Archives: Nancy Chiarot  905 389 2076 

Citizenship/Celebration:  Danielle Chouinard  905 635 9051 

Communications Newsletter: Graham  Boyce 905 517 2354 

Communications Website:  

Robert D’Alessandro  905 664 1965 

District Meetings/Social: Liviana Sluga 905 389 4313 

Goodwill: Lee Hondronicols  905 527 0632 

                  Barbara Jarrett  905 522 0381 

Health Services & Ins.: Jackie Aird  905 643 2521 

Membership/Recruitment: Joanne Weeks  289 442-5730 

Pensions & Retirement Concerns:  

                                       Doreen Horbach 905 520 5000 

                                       Joanne Weeks  289 442 5730 

Political Advocacy: Leo Normandeau 905 689 9198 

Project Service to Others: Tom Pettigrew  905 774 4503 

Publicity: Open 

Recreation & Workshops: Mary Tice 905 928 2794 

Tours: Lee Hondronicols 905 527 0632 

            Joanne Weeks 289 442-5730  

Wellness Fair: Mary Tice 905 928 2794 

 

tel:(289)%20442-5730
tel:(289)%20442-5730
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